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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



The annual meeting of the American Peace Society 
will be held in Pilgrim Hall, Congregational House, 1 
Somerset St., Boston, at half past two o'clock, Monday, 
May 14th. The annual report of the Directors will be 
read, and other interesting matters connected with the 
peace movement will come before the meeting. It is ear- 
nestly desired that all members who are within reach of 
Boston will be present. The Secretary will be pleased 
to receive a line from such as can not be present. Any 
contribution which any may have to make in aid of the 
work will be gratefully received. 

The Fifth Interparliamentary Peace Conference, which 
is to be opened at the Hague on the 3d of next Septem- 
ber, gives promise of being a gathering of very great 
importance. The Committee of Organization consists 
of seven members of the Dutch Parliament. Dr. A. van 
Naamen van Eemnes, President of the Lower House, 
and Dr. J. G-. Gleichman, President of the Upper House, 
are members of the Committee. 

" Enlargement and deliverance " sometimes arise from 
unexpected quarters. The cable brings over the report 
that it is the intention of Russia to muster out of service 
during the summer 200,000 troops, that they may assist in 
gathering the crops ; and to reduce the war budgets, re- 
strict the military manoeuvres and limit the conscription 
accordingly. This is too good to be true, but it is not to 
be disbelieved simply because it comes from Russia. This 
great empire of the north, which has been considered by 
everybody as the chief menace to the peace of Europe, 
could not add a brighter star to her crown than that of 
having been the first to commence the beneficent work of 
breaking up European militarism. 

The Columbian Liberty Bell cast last summer at 
Troy, New York, from valuable historic relics and from 
pennies contributed by thousands of children has received 
the following award from the World's Columbian Expo- 
sition : 

1. For its patriotic conception ; 

2. For its philanthropic purpose ; the beneficent in- 
tent of its originator being to send it forth among the na- 
tions to ring for the triumphs of liberty and to provoke 
peace and good will throughout the world ; 

3. For its historic value ; 

4. For its excellent execution and fine tone ; 

5. For its intrinsic value and beauty. 

The award is made to the United Peace Societies of the 
world. Our readers will remember that the originator of 
this bell was Mr. William O. McDowell of Newark, N. J., 
Secretary of the Human Freedom League, and the award 
belongs more properly to him than to the peace societies, 



though many members of these contributed to the bell 
fund. We congratulate Mr. McDowell on the successful 
execution of this undertaking in the interests of liberty 
and peace. The bell with its peace motto, " A new com- 
mandment give I unto you, that ye love one another," 
will henceforth be one of the notable symbols of the uew 
spirit and of the new national and international life which 
it seeks to promote. 

Senator Sherman has introduced into the United States 
Senate the following bill in regard to an international 
court of arbitration. It is the same bill in substance as 
the one introduced by him in July, 1892. This is the 
text of the bill : 

A BILL TO PROMOTE PEACE AMONG NATIONS, AND FOR 
THE CREATION OF A TRIBUNAL OF INTERNATIONAL 
ARBITRATION. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the President be, and hereby is, authorized 
to appoint a commission to visit such other governments 
as he in his discretion may determine, for the purpose of 
instituting negotiations with them for the creation of a 
tribunal for international arbitration or other appropriate 
means whereby all difficulties and disputes between 
nations may be peaceably and amicably settled and wars 
prevented. 

Sec. 2. That the sum of fifty thousand dollars, or so 
much thereof as maybe necessary, is hereby appropriated 
out ot any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, to defray the necessary expenses attendant upon 
such negotiations. 

The Brazilian Minister of Foreign Affairs has cabled to 
Minister Mendonca at Washington that the Mello and da 
Gama rebellion is ended. The effort of Admiral Mello to 
continue the insurrection in the South after the surrender 
of the insurgent fleet at Rio de Janeiro has quickly come 
to grief. The government fleet attacked the rebel posi- 
tion on the shore of Santa Catharina harbor on the 
morning of April 16. After three hours' fighting the gov- 
ernment torpedo boat, Gustavo Sampaio, succeeded in 
projecting three torpedoes with such accuracy that the" 
Aquidaban, which had returned the fire, was sunk. The 
government fleet then anchored in the harbor and the in- 
surgents on the shore offered no resistance. Mello has 
fled to Buenos Ayres, asked and obtained asylum. 

The sinking of the Aquidaban furnishes material for 
serious reflection on the folly of making these huge armor- 
plated vessels. She was made in England at a cost of 
$1,725,000, exclusive of her armament. She was built of 
steel, copper sheathed. She was belted by compound 
armor eleven inches thick. Her two turrets were pro- 
tected by compound armor of about the same thickness. 
Yet she was almost instantly ruined by a discharge of tor- 
pedoes and now lies at the bottom of the harbor, having 
carried many of her officers and men down with her. The 
horrors which would result from a general engagement of 
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modern battleships are enough, seen in imagination only, 
to freeze one's blood. And yet our own liberty-and peace- 
loving country has nearly one hundred millions of dollars 
in these monstrous death-traps, and is going steadily on 
to build more. 

At a recent meeting of the friends of peace in Vienna, 
Austria, Baron Pirquet, a member of the Chamber of 
Deputies, gave it as his opinion that the slow progress 
which the idea of international arbitration is making 
among the nations of continental Europe is due to the 
false notion entertained, especially among military men, 
as to the necessity of the duel as a means of vindicating 
honor. He said that this false idea ought to be vigor- 
ously attacked by public discussion, and that it could 
not continue always. He said that it seemed to him 
" that the duel is a sort of barometer which measures the 
war ' depressions ' of a country. Where general opinion 
upholds the war ministers who consider the duel a privi- 
lege of the army, much time will pass before a Gladstone 
can propose arbitration as a means of solving inter- 
national conflicts. Where the duel remains, there war 
also remains." 

One likes to believe his fellowmen of whatever nation- 
ality or class sensible. But it is difficult to find any 
evidence of the possession of good sense in the support 
of the duel. The whole thing is as absurd as it is wicked 
and inhuman. The friends of humanity in Europe ought 
to attack the system boldly on all sides and drive it from 
the continent, as it has been driven from England and the 
United States. This they will do, and we are glad that 
Baron Pirquet has given them the encouragement of his 
example. 

Again war has lost its sting. Mr. Dowe, a tailor of 
Manheim, Germany, has invented a bullet-proof coat, 
which Germany intends to keep a " secret." When the 
coat was tested, Mr. Dowe stood up clad in the garment 
and let them shoot at him with the new German rifle. 
The bullets embedded themselves in the coat, but did not 
reach the wearer. Then a coat was put on a cavalry 
horse and he was made a target, with the same results. 
A little while ago war was to come to an end because 
everybody would be killed. Now it is to come to an end 
because in a little while when every soldier gets on a six- 
pound bullet-proof coat nobody can be killed. How funny ! 

The essay on " Peace and War " by A. Seve, a French 
schoolmaster, which won the prize of two hundred and 
fifty dollars offered by the International Arbitration and 
Peace Association (40 and 41 Outer Temple, Strand, 
London) , has been translated into English and published 
by the Association in pamphlet form. The essay loses 
much in translation, and there is some of it with which we 
can not agree, but it contains some admirable passages. 
We quote on another page some paragraphs on the " Sol- 
idarity and Brotherhood of Nations." 



The Lombard Peace Union, Milan, Italy, has expressed 
itself strongly against the action of the Italian Govern- 
ment in its customs relations with Switzerland. In Novem- 
ber of last year the Government decreed that all customs 
duties should be paid in coin or in paper money with the 
price of exchange added. Switzerland objected that this 
was in violation of the commercial treaty between the two 
nations, which provided that duties should be paid in coin 
or in bank notes at their nominal value, and that any 
modifications in the customs arrangements should only be 
made with the agreement of both parties. It seems that 
Switzerland's proposal that the subject be submitted to 
arbitrators in accordance with a clause in the treaty has 
been rejected by Italy. The Peace Union, in a strong 
resolution submitted by Mr. Mazzoleni, condemns this 
action as a violation of good faith and opposed to Italy's 
historic antecedents in reference to arbitration. The 
breaking of a treaty stipulation i3 a very grave national 
sin. 

The 19th of April, the anniversary of the battle of 
Lexington, has been made a legal holiday in Massa- 
chusetts and christened " Patriots' Day." The first 
celebration of the new holiday this year was made the 
occasion for a reproduction, in sham, of the events of 
one hundred and nineteen yea'-s ago, curiously mixed up 
with things modern. On the evening previous the bells 
were rung in the old North Church and a Paul Revere rode 
over the route from Charlestown to Concord over which 
the real Paul Revere went on that eventful night one 
hundred and nineteen years ago. There were bonfires 
and illuminations along the route to cheer the merry 
rider and the Journal reporter who flew along after him 
on a bicycle. At Concord and Lexington the day was 
observed in a very demonstrative way. A sham battle 
took place at the bridge where " the embattled farmers " 
met the British and the war of the revolution was opened. 

There were parades and speeches and a big dance in 
the evening, such as the " embattled farmers " did not 
have. In the Old South Church the Daughters of the 
American Revolution had exercises in memory of the day, 
consisting of addresses by Dr. Eliot, Professor Channing 
and Edward Everett Hale, and a poem by Julia Ward 
Howe. There was much that was instructive and valu- 
able in the exercises of the day, mixed up with a good 
deal that did not do any great honor to the memory of 
the men who on the day of Lexington fought and died 
for American liberty. 

The 18th of April, the anniversary of the signing of 
the Pan- American Treaty, was observed by the Universal 
Peace Union in Independence Hall, Philadelphia, as 
" Peace Day in America." The Common Council 
Chamber was filled, with hearers. Addresses were made 
by Alfred H. Love, President of the Union, by Wm. O. 
McDowell, Secretary of the Human Freedom League, by 
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ex-Minister to Russia, Charles Emory Smith, aud by 
Messrs. James M. Beck and Charles S. Keyser of the 
Philadelphia Bar. A series of resolutions was passed set- 
ting forth the value to civilization of the Pan-American 
Congress and of the Behring Sea Arbitration and express- 
ing the judgment that the time has come when the Unit- 
ed States should propose to the nations of the world to 
disarm. Greetings of Peace were sent to all the Peace 
Societies of the world. 

Many of the newspapers of the country have grown very 
patriotic over the refusal of Mayor Stuart to aliow the 
Universal Peace Union to hoist the Peace and Liberty 
Flag over Independence Hall during the celebration of the 
signing of the Pan-American Treaty. We notice in the 
letter of request sent to the Mayor that nothing was said 
about hauling "Old Glory" down. The request was 
simply to put up the peace flag. We wonder if all these 
papers know that the peace flag is the national flag, every 
star and stripe of it, with a simple white border added. 
We have no criticism of the Mayor. We think he did right, 
considering the matter of precedents ; but we do not wish 
to see the peace flag located among a group of " rags " 
where it does not belong. It is nothing more than " Old 
Glory," with a little reenforcement of peaceful white. 

Rev. Cyrus Hamlin, D.D., the veteran missionary 
and diplomat, writes to the Boston Journal stating the 
position of the missionaries in reference to the trials and 
sufferings through which the Armenian Christians are 
now passing. The crisis causes them great sorrow and 
paralyzes missionary effort in that country. A revolu- 
tionary organization exists all over Turkey for securing 
freedom by force. This organization is small and there 
is no hope of its success in the way proposed. To invite 
a conflict under the circumstances is to invite universal 
slaughter of men, women and children. The American 
missionaries, he says, will not soil their record by connec- 
tion with these revolutionary schemes. This would be 
contrary to all the principles of the gospel of peace. 
He thinks our Government might very properly unite 
with England in saying to the Porte that outrages on its 
Christian subjects must cease. 

The Governments of both the United States and Great 
Britain are taking measures in good faith to carry out the 
provisions of the Paris decision for the protection of the 
seals in Behring Sea. Bills have been- passed in Congress 
and in the British Parliament for this purpose, the pro- 
visions of which are virtually the same. Both countries 
will have a fleet of vessels in Behring Sea for the pro- 
tection of the seals during the close season, that of the 
United States being considerably larger than the British. 
On the 10th of April President Cleveland issued the fol- 
lowing proclamation : 

" Whereas, An act of Congress entitled An act to give 



effect to the award rendered by the Tribunal of Arbitra- 
tion at Paris, under the treaty between the United States 
and Great Britain concluded at Washington, Feb. 29, 
1892, for the purpose of submitting to arbitration certain 
questions concerning the preservation of the fur seals, 
was approved April 6, 1894, and reads as follows : 

(Here the act is quoted in full.) 

"Now, therefore, be it known that I, Grover Cleveland, 
President of the United States of America, have caused 
the said act to be proclaimed to the end that its provi- 
sions may be known and observed, and I hereby proclaim 
that every person guilty of a violation of the provisions 
of said act will be arrested and punished as therein pro- 
vided ; and all vessels so employed, their tackle, appara- 
tus, furniture and cargo will be seized and forfeited." 

The Golden Rule of April 19th, commenting on an arti- 
cle in that number of the paper on ' ' Modern Weapons 
of War," says : 

"If with the advance in making the enginery of war 
there had been a like advance in the thirst for blood, the 
record would be a gloomy one indeed. These death-deal- 
ing monsters have sometimes been ironically called ' peace- 
makers ;' and, as Mr. Rand suggests, their practical effect 
has seemed to be to cause a shrinking from actual warfare 
and an increased tendency to settle international disputes 
by arbitration. This, to be sure, is by no means the true way 
of removing the spirit of hate that is the cause of strife ; 
yet one can hardly doubt that all the inventions of the 
age, even those for the express purpose of war, are being 
providentially used in some way to bring about the reign 
of the Prince of Peace. It has happened in times past 
that the very metal that has been used to send a shrieking 
message of hate has at another time rung out the invita- 
tion to listen to the gospel's message of peace and good 
will ; so we may look with confident hope for the day when 
the millions that are now being spent for the weapons of 
death may be devoted to spreading throughout the world 
the word of life." 

The ceremonies in New York on April 4th in memory 
of Kossuth were opened at sunrise by the placing of the 
white-bordered flag of liberty and peace at half mast on 
the Pulitzer building. While the various societies which 
took part in the parade were passing in review, the 
Columbian Liberty Bell was tolled ninety-two times to 
indicate Kossuth's age. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 

The tariff bill has been the occasion of an immense 
amount of talk in the Senate during the past month. 
Speeches, some of them notable ones, have been made 
by Voorhees, Allison, Lodge, Hill, Morrill, Mills and 
others. The bill will not be disposed of for some weeks 
yet. It is understood that the Democratic Senators have 
reached an agreement as to a modified form of the bill 
which they will practically all support. 

The Coxey movement has awakened the attention of 
the whole country. It has proved a veritable sensation. 
Some have laughed over it, others have scolded, others 
have derided ; others still have grown serious and philos* 



